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His principles firm, his language clear, his purpose determined, he has explained not only the Cripps' mission but the entire India policy, present and future, in those words. Pericles could not have spoken with greater dignity while his Empire flourished, Cleon the leather merchant could not have been more patriotic, Eucrates the rope-seller could not have been more determined, and even Hyperbolus the lampmaker could not hsve babbled in sweeter notes to Athenian ears: I may be excused if the lines of Matthew Arnold on *'Dover Beach" come irresistibly to my mind:
Sophocles long ago,
Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea.
The sea of faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth's
shore
Lay like the fold of a bright girdle furl'd. But now I only hear Its melancholy, long withdrawing roar, Retreating, to the breath Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear And naked shingles of the world.
And we are here as on a darkling plain Swept with confused alarms of struggle
and flight Where ignorant armies clash by night.
So we will not go into the issue of the India problem.